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From News Release to Urban Narrative: A Study on Topic Selection Logic of
County-Level Integrated Media Platforms
— A Content Analysis of the “Guangzhou Nansha Release” WeChat Official
Account

Lin Chunping
(Guangzhou Nansha District Converged Media Center,Guangzhou,Guangdong Province,China)

[Abstract] Taking the WeChat public account “Guangzhou Nansha Release” as a case study, this
article examines the topic-selection logic of county- and district-level integrated media platforms and
the mechanisms through which such logic is formed. The study finds that topic selection on these
platforms is shaped by a threefold dynamic structure consisting of “institutional orientation, urban
narrative imperatives, and audience demand”. Among these, institutional logic determines the
foundational framework of content production, audience demand provides the basis for
communication effectiveness, and urban narrative constitutes the ultimate mission. While this hybrid
mechanism contributes to the shaping of local public narratives and the construction of interfaces for
urban governance, it also gives rise to problems such as the blurring of journalistic boundaries and
constraints on the public sphere.
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