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Between Tides and Plateaus: Structural Differences and Transdomain Generative
Mechanisms of Experimental Art in Macao and Tibet

Wang Zhu
(WANG Zhu Tibet University, Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region,China)

[Abstract] Macao and Tibet exist within distinct cultural structures—maritime civilization and plateau
civilization, respectively—resulting in significant differences in their historical experiences, spatial
forms, and spiritual order. However, within the context of contemporary art, experimental art in both
regions exhibits comparable structural characteristics in terms of temporal experience, spatial
production, and material translation. This paper, starting from the regional cultural generation
mechanism and combining spatial production theory with a temporal structure analysis framework,
uses the concentrated contemporary art practices in both regions around 2025 as case studies to
explore the intervention of Macao experimental art within the rhythm of urban capital, and the
processual expression of Tibetan experimental art within religious tradition and natural time. Through

in-depth analysis of real-world examples such as Peng Yun's, Objects, Stones, Saldaban Village , Cai
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Guo-Qiang's ,cAI™ Lab 2.0, and the Garma Tsering Glacier Installation, the paper argues that the
cross-regional value of experimental art in both regions lies not in symbolic fusion, but in the tension
and methodological mutual learning formed between their differing structures. Experimental art here
becomes an important mechanism for regional cultural self-reflection and modernity negotiation.

[Keywords] Macao art; Tibetan contemporary art; experimental art; temporal structure; spatial

production; regional culture; cross-regional generation
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