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The Death of Eros, Class Overturn and Small Narratives:
Modernity Issues in Historical Costume Dramas of the New Century
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Abstract:The narrative evolution and cultural expression of costume dramas in the new century
deeply resonate with the modernization process of Chinese society. The historical simulacra of
costume dramas not only imaginatively present the contradictions of modernity but also expose
the inherent limitations of cultural production. The dissolution of romantic love myths, the
proliferation of sweet and indulgent narratives, and the crisis in marriage narratives collectively
constitute the cultural symptom of the "death of love and desire". The narrative of class i &
(upward social mobility) based on time travel and reincarnation ,  although providing an
imaginative consolation for the Z generation who encounter class solidification in reality, fails

to truly address the root cause of structural inequality by internalizing the law of the jungle. The
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individualistic small narratives held by the Z generation,  which construct story worlds and
rules, simplify grand narratives into stages for individual power struggles. Behind this is the
erosion of the spiritual world of the youth by the logic of capital after the cooling of the
enlightenment ideal. To enhance the cultural value of costume dramas, a deeper connection
needs to be established between historical imagination and real-world concern - neither avoiding
the contradictions and pains in the modernization process nor giving up the pursuit of the
authenticity of love and desire, class justice, and spiritual liberation, and building new
historical narratives that can carry individual values and collective memories.
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Small narrative
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