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Abstract: Tao Xingzhi founded the theory of life education rooted in the soil of national culture, and the
idea of student autonomy is an important part of the theory, including the basis of student autonomy, the goal
of student autonomy and the implementation of student autonomy. Tao Xingzhi believes that the goal of
student autonomy is to cultivate students’ willingness, intelligence and talent for public affairs, and the
implementation of student autonomy lies in making it “a big thing to do” and “must be done in a position”.
Tao Xingzhi’s goal of student autonomy and the idea of implementation promoted the student autonomy
movement and the trend of new education improvement during the Republic of China era.
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