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Abstract: As the global sustainable development agenda continues to advance, the concept of
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) is gradually extending from corporate governance and
responsible investment to government agencies and public administration research. The issues

emphasized by ESG, including environmental protection, social equity, and governance responsibility,
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are highly aligned with the core functions of the public sector in promoting green transformation,
public service provision, social fairness, and institutional accountability. ESG therefore provides a new
analytical perspective for public administration to respond to sustainable development and governance
modernization. However, existing ESG research remains largely centered on corporate behavior,
capital market evaluation, and information disclosure, while the theoretical implications, public
attributes, and governance significance of ESG in public administration have not yet been
systematically examined. By reviewing domestic and international studies at the intersection of ESG
and public administration, this article discusses the theoretical foundations for incorporating ESG into
public administration research through the lenses of institutional theory, stakeholder theory,
collaborative governance theory, and public value theory. The review finds that although public
administration scholarship has touched upon ESG-related issues in areas such as environmental
governance, social policy, government performance, and public accountability, existing studies remain
fragmented in concept, insufficient in theoretical integration, unclear in their applicability to the public
sector, and weak in empirical research. Drawing on the Chinese context, this article further analyzes
the alignment between ESG and national strategic goals, policy and standard systems, government
governance practices, and the domestic institutional environment. It argues that the introduction of
ESG into public administration in China is not a simple transplantation of concepts, but rather an
institutionalization process that interacts with high-quality development, ecological civilization
construction, and the modernization of national governance. Future research may focus on ESG and
government performance evaluation, fiscal policy, local governance models, the role of nonprofit
organizations, and collaborative governance practices, so as to enable public administration research to
better respond to the practical demands of green transformation, social equity, and responsible
governance.
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